
Nancy Zemaitis, Assistant Director
Office of Special Education

September 22, 2018

CTE AND SPECIAL EDUCATION: 
MAKING THE CONNECTION

@EducateIN

2018 Indiana All CTE State Conference ïAMP UP CTE! 
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Å Article 7 Overview
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Students with Individualized Education Programs who are enrolled 

in a concentration of CTE courses:

Have fewer absences

Are more likely to graduate on time 

Are more likely to be employed after graduation

Theobald, et al, 2017

Why CTE Matters So Much
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ÅResearch shows the important role Career and Technical Education 
plays for students with disabilities

Å All major education laws now address preparation for students with 
disabilities for postsecondary employment and/or education/training

Å Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

Å Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Å Indiana Article 7

Å Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act

Why CTE Matters So Much
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Recognizing better 

communication 

needs to take place 

between CTE and 

special education

Looking at 

collaborative 

professional 

development and 

supports

Realizing special 

education 

programs need to 

better understand 

the CTE program 

and program needs

Building Relationships

The IDOE/OSE and the Indiana Secondary Transition Resource 
Center are committed to building relationships with CTE centers
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2018 CTE Directors Survey
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What we found out from the survey
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What we found out from the survey
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Exit by Diploma Types
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Graduation Rate: 71.7% 
Dropout Rate: 4.9%

Exiting Type Total

Academic Honors 309 3.8%

Academic/Technical Honors 52 0.6%

Certificate of Completion 1,348 16.4%

Core 40 3,658 44.6%

Course Completion 46 0.6%
General 2,693 32.8%

IB 4 0.0%

Technical Honors 97 1.2%

Total 8,207

Graduation Rate: 73.1%
Dropout Rate: 3.2%

Exiting Type Total

Academic Honors 268 3.3%

Academic/Technical Honors46 0.6%

Certificate of Completion 1,336 16.5%

Core 40 3,591 44.3%

Course Completion 47 0.6%

General 2,717 33.5%

Technical 97 1.2%

Total 8,102

2016-20172015-2016



IDOE Office of Special Education  

Vision

All students, including those 

with disabilities, are held to 

high expectations and have 

equitable access to 

educational opportunities that 

enrich their lives and prepare 

them for future success.  
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Special Education Defined
éSpecially designed instruction, at no cost to the parent, designed to 
meet the unique needs of a student eligible for special education and 

related services.  

Address the unique needs of the 

student that result from the 

studentôs disability

Ensure students access to the 

general curriculum so that students 

can meet educational standards

Specially Designed Instruction:

Adapting, as appropriate to the needs of a student who is eligible 

for special education, the content, methodology, or delivery of 

instruction to: 
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Article 7 (511 IAC 7):

Is the part of the Indiana Administrative Code (IAC) that 
contains Indianaôs special education rules. These rules have 
been adopted by the State Board of Education in order to 
implement the requirements of the Federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE):

Includes special education and related services that are 
provided at public expense, and in accordance with an IEP. 

Key Terms
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Individualized Education Program (IEP):

The written plan that describes how the student will 
participate in the general education curriculum (if 
appropriate) and identifies the special education and 
related services the school will provide to the student. 

Key Terms
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511 IAC 7-42-8

IEP Implementation
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IEP Review
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